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Supplementary Table 1 Parameters of probabilistic multiplier model for estimating the total H7N9 cases in Jiangsu Province

Steps Parameters
A. Proportion of medical consultation
Not hospitalized: According to the published reports on health care seeking rate for ILI (influenza like illness) in Chinese populations, the range of proportion was set to be 0.41-0.85 [1] [2] [3] .
Hospitalized: Only patients who seek health care could be hospitalized, so the proportion was set to be 1. hospitalized pneumonia patients in Jiangsu. Among them, 1 587 patients were sampled and tested for influenza virus. The sampling rate was 0.04. As sentinel hospitals only accounted for 5% of all secondary and tertiary hospitals (n=540). The proportion could be as low as 0.04×0.05=0.002. Thus, the range of proportion was set as 0.002-0.21. C. Proportion of samples sent for testing
As only tested samples were included in the statistic of parameter B, the proportion here was set to be 1.
D. Laboratory detection of H7N9
Use defaults (90%-100%).
E. Reporting of confirmed cases Use defaults (95%-100%).
